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Twenty five years of commitment
We all have met in this book because we appreciate Carlos as person and as artist and we wish to celebrate with him his first 25 years of commitment to his work. Commitment: this is the first word that enters my mind when I think about Carlos and I see how he has been working during all these years. This is the first premise, the engine that leads him to action, to work, to create. And I wonder, where does the will end and where does the need begin in his case. Because Carlos works with such a determination, dedication and faith in his work, that I am not capable of discerning if he has the will, the energy and the persistence of a bull (a fighting one of course) or if instead, to create for him is a vital need, such as eating or breathing and simply he is loyal to himself and he follows his creative impulses.

In any case, at some time, 25 years ago or perhaps more, he had to make a decision to devote his life to the art and to nothing else. This moment is the one that we are celebrating now. Congratulations Carlos! Congratulations for a job well done, congratulations for many rewards that you have reaped for innumerable works, exhibitions, publications, worldwide acceptance by the public and institutions. Congratulations for your loyalty to yourself and to your work, which for me personally is a great example.
Ciriza‘s commitment is a commitment that is renewed day by day, in his workshop, in the studio, in the work to announce what it does to the world. Such perseverance is for me a sign of authenticity, and it certainly gives dignity to his job, to his work. Ciriza does not sit at home waiting for inspiration or for someone knocking on his door to give him a job. Ciriza is a tireless worker, and certainly if he is exhausted, he does not show it because he is straight as a die as his works. A moving piece, certainly with twits and turns, shapes, opened to the world, but solid, proud and brave. And that is how he is like in the work, in his opening and his search for solutions, in his enjoyment of the process of intervening in the matter and of shaping it, when miracles and unexpected answers arise.

Carlos goes to find himself, to find his work, to find the people... and he finds all of them of course. Who does not surrender to such a display of energy and frankness, of vigor in all its form?
The commitment is where the favorable space is created for life to emerge, so that relations develop their full potential. And this is precisely what happens with the paintings, the sculptures, the boards, the reliefs and the entire production of this artist. He pursues his work, he is always constant in his work paying attention to its evolution in the workshop, but open to what they are and can become. This also creates the balance between the tension of the movement, of the transformation of the surfaces and the serenity of the vigor of the shapes. That’s how he is like, pure energy and pure haven in which to rest, in which to trust. And that's why he trusted that these were the first 25 years of a trajectory of many more we will witness new solutions, of an even major projection of his work, and of a major recognition of his contribution as artist.
It is a luxury to count on people like him, with his human and artistic quality. And I am glad to participate in this tribute he absolutely deserves after such a tenacious work and dedication. The anniversaries are good times to look back and take stock, and in view of the results as positive as productive, we can only wish him the brightest future.

Congratulations, Carlos, and thanks for your work, for your friendship that lasts through time and distance, and for being an example showing that with faith, love and perseverance everything is possible.

