Alicia Ezker

Journalist

Assistant to the Director of Diario de Noticias

Writer and art lover

Expert of information on the culture in Navarre
Exhibition Commissioner
The place where the art is born

The art makes us conscious of the passage of time, we go away, and the art remains. The art as a constant search for answers to questions that unconsciously are changing, the art as this space that the human being needs to express itself, to communicate with others, to shape the creativity and the feelings. Art within oneself or outside as open and social expression or as a more intimate gaze to the universe of the artist. To communicate and tell, to reflect and feel.

Time goes by, it always happens, 25 years have already passed since Ciriza started in art. I did not know him by then but I met him a few years later, when he was starting to take off as an artist and I was just starting my career as journalist. By then, he was in charge of making possible that other creators could exhibit their works, but the feeling of being part of this same world was increasingly stronger. It was the communication, the need to tell others what one sees, creates or feels, what joined us. Many years have passed since then, I have written many art chronicles trying always to learn and keep the curiosity and Carlos is still a brave artist who believes in what he does and knows that only from that conviction and commitment it is possible to maintain in time something so sensitive and ephemeral, despite the lasting nature of the matter, as it is the art.

With the time we have kept track, the art has been always present in my journalistic work, and Carlos appears and always disappears in the media with new projects all over the world. So I can only write now about Carlos Ciriza from the point of view of a chronicler of my time, a time and a place where I have almost seen born, grow and mature a creator who has been able to forge himself, who has not stopped at nothing, who has not followed trends or laws of market, who has taken risks, who has been lucky at times, but who with luck or without it, has done of his work much more than a lifestyle, a way of being and of communicating with others.

Sometimes understood, others misunderstood; Ciriza is a man of his time and as such a multidisciplinary artist. And among his disciplines, I believe that the sculpture has always been his principal modality, without neglecting the painting and other forms of expression. It has been and it is a fundamentally abstract, monumental art in his sculptural expressions, sometimes almost excessive, but intimate and gathered in his drawings and paintings. He is a man of workshop, of constant work. A sculptor that has not hesitated to recognize himself as disciple of those, who before him dared to go into this labyrinthine universe of the space, of all or nothing, of the iron and the air. Oteiza and Chillida as close masters or Richard Serra, Julio González or Henri Moore in this conviction he has that art is universal. Proof of it is that a large part of his career developed very far from his origins.

Thus, during all these years, almost always Carlos has been in the media due to his sculptural work. The sculpture within the art as this discipline necessarily is looking at the matter, at the essence and the origin of everything. He said in different occasions “I conceive the sculpture as a constant interrelation between the matter and the space. The representation of ideas and feelings. It is a thoughtful process more or less prolonged in time and its materialization in a rigid, restrained and lasting support”. His work is always strong, especially in these monumental sculptures created in iron, wood, marble, bronze... Reflections about space and shapes, games of volumes and dialogues with the space. This invisible place where so many artists find the light, the space, but not the void.
But Carlos is also a painter in every sense of the word. Since he has admitted many times, his work develops in the field of the abstract expressionism, in a place where in addition to the color, the combination of materials and textures are relevant.
 It is his language, his way of telling. Some of us use the words to communicate through the media and provide possible answers to people’s questions and others, as Carlos, try to give these answers from the art without giving up new searches. The space, the form, the matter, the color, the light, the textures, are the plastic modality of the universe of Carlos Ciriza, a brave creator, and this courage does that his works are not only recognizable in the whole world but also get the challenge of remaining in time. He has found his place, his language, his universe. He lives there where his art is born, something that is achieved when the creator merges with the person.
