Anniversary of C. Ciriza

During my talks in various places in Spain it is not unusual that someone in the room asks me what a diplomat does exactly. Some "know-all" who yearns for saying a witty comment, which is quite usual for those of my profession, wants to know if it is true that a diplomat “is a man sent to lie abroad for the benefit of his country. "

I quickly answer no, that's an occurrence said centuries ago by a writer who wanted to make a witty sentence. The truth is that an Ambassador who lies regularly is quickly discredited among his colleagues and the country in which he is accredited.

It takes me longer to explain the daily work of a diplomat. They do not spend their lives, as some believe, jumping lazily from cocktail to cocktail dressed in a striped suit. The cocktails exist, sometimes to our dismay because they are often monotonously tedious, but there are many more hours of work, which can be enriching and exciting - the drafting of a report on the riot in an Arab country that is changing the course of history in the country in which you are destined, "but also merely bureaucratic routine.

A diplomat with vocation, however, loves his profession, enjoys defending Spanish interests and to disseminate the achievements of Spain. That a Spanish company gets an important contract where you reside is something that nourishes you professionally a week long. That the Spanish football team wins a championship lasts for several months, but that a Spanish artist succeeds makes you feel a different satisfaction, a special delight.

This is the case of Carlos Ciriza, a Spanish artist with a work beautifully intelligible in any latitude. I think that Ciriza is a persistent, tireless, smart sculptor, a creator who takes the utmost care of the quality of the materials he uses. His impressing pieces attract the interest and later the appreciation of different people. Ciriza tries and achieves that his work does not leave you indifferent. His proposal, serious or ludic, captivates you. The scenario you contemplate is savored with great relish with the incorporation of his creature. No one would like to discover in a landscape adorned and enhanced with a sculpture by Ciriza that the work suddenly disappeared. You would miss something essential forever.
This is what a piece of Ciriza makes me feel, when I see it beyond our borders. A visual pleasure, instant and calm, but simultaneously the joy of this huge thing that has been given birth and conceived by the talent and the hands of someone who belongs to your nation, someone you are representing in this country and that makes you feel proud and honest. In short, it is something you can be very proud of.
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