It is a pleasure for me to start a collaboration with the Contemporary Art museum of Mallorca, a cultural center placed in sa Pobla — a location in the heart of Mallorca — which has years of experience and hosts an important permanent painting collection. And I also would like it to succeed, because if one thing connects us to the museum and the Foundation sa Pobla Tren de l’Art – managing entity of Can Prunera Modernist Museum "is our love for art and for our land. We are aware that the economic engine that moves our islands is the tourism, a tourism that comes looking for beaches and the mild Mediterranean climate, but also those, who like to learn about our culture and our heritage, an artistic and landscape legacy we are proud of and that was a source of inspiration for many artists who hosted the Balearic Islands.
I do not believe that it is exaggerated to affirm that Mallorca has been considered to be, traditionally, a land of painters. Our island saw, as attracted by the Mediterranean light, how it was turning into a host for artists from around the world. Santiago Rusiñol, Anglada Camarasa, William Degouve de Nuncques, Eliseu Meifrén, Roberto Montenegro, Francisco Bernareggi and a lot more walked through the emblematic places of the chain saw Tramuntana, a site that is currently to be declared a World Heritage. After these painters of the beginning of the XX century, other artists of later generations followed them, mainly painters but also sculptors. Jim Bird, Erwin Bechtold, Robert Brotherton, Aligi Sassu, Ben Jakober or Betty Gold — without forgetting Joan Miró — are some of the artists, who stay or stayed long time among us. I have met many of them personally and have initiated a friendship I feel proud of. I remember with pleasure the hours I spent with Eduardo Chillida and Jorge Oteiza, undoubtedly two of the greatest sculptors of the twentieth century. With both I spent pleasant moments talking about art, exchanging opinions, and on my part, learning a lot about the importance the Basque sculpture has had throughout history. 
Heir of this sculptural tradition that settled in northern Spain is the artist that opens the collaboration I mentioned above. Carlos Ciriza (Estella, Navarra, 1964) has managed to soak up the lessons of masters, but always keeping his own independence and language. But as Chillida and Oteiza, Ciriza is the son of his land, a land and environment that played a decisive role in his work, not only in relation to the shape and volume -strong, I would say if I had to choose an adjective to describe his monumental sculptures and also the materials he uses. Since he was young he has worked hard to get his work to be admired, and this hard work has succeeded. Now a part of his collection - consisting of paintings and sculpture - can be contemplated in Mallorca in a traveling exhibition in several cultural centers of the island to celebrate twenty-five years of work by the artist. We are proud to take part in this celebration.
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