Rebecca Vern


I met Carlos only a few months prior to the anniversary celebrating his twenty-fifth year of achievements in the arts.  What struck me most in my first impressions was not necessarily his charisma but rather his tranquility.  He spoke humbly about his passion for his art, he beamed proudly at any mention of his beloved family, and he graciously enjoyed his time with others- acquaintances, friends, and family alike.  His steady baritone voice and cheerful disposition create a calming aura for those in his company. 
Although I'd known my cousin, nearly a stranger to me, for no more than two days, I felt as if we were just old friends finally catching up on lost years, such was the sincerity and openness of Carlos's demeanor.  I would like to celebrate my cousin's tireless dedication to his passion and his pronounced ability to share it with the world.  I speak as an admirer of his achievements and not as an authority on art.  


The minimalistic structure and balance of forms of Carlos's sculptures and paintings allure me most.  These fundamental elements create a dichotomy of mood: both harmonic and dissonant alike.  The equivocal nature of many of his sculptures invites intrigue, an uncertainty based on perspective.  I enjoy the jagged edges jutting off precariously balanced platforms, the hidden angles concealed by layers and precisely planned perspectives, and the minimalism of design and form.
Carlos's work punctuates the environment around it like a sforzando note: bridges dangle between two enormous obelisks creating a unity of form while towers of blocks may zig-zag ever so delicately yet remain sturdy and firm.  This edginess creates suspense while balance ultimately brings the work together into a refined conclusion of harmony.  Thus is Carlos's personality as well: deliberate, bold, and balanced.


Today we see the development of the artist embedded within each piece, from his earliest works to his most contemporary: the detail of construction in form and positioning, the balance of unity and dissonance to create harmony, the earthy appeal of designs rooted in his inspiration from the natural world.

For twenty-five years, Carlos Ciriza has created an expansive array of art works to resounding success.  His range of forms is diverse, and he is prolific.  The designs- delicate yet formidable, minimal yet monumental-- capture the essence of the artist himself, a humble charismatic gentleman, neither unabashed nor seduced by the success of his life's works, who always presents himself in the most sincere of manners.

