A creative genius

In the composition of sculptural topics of Carlos Ciriza, his massive employment of angles and massive, affirmative and determined materials show a trace of what once characterized and  keeps on personifying the state of Texas, in the south-western of the United States. 

A similarity that is part of matt metallic colors, dark ocher that form the skin of the sculptures by the artist from Navarre.

This parallelism impressed me from the moment I became familiar with the work created by Carlos and the most genuine landscape of the state called the Lone Star State, especially in the vastness of hills, plains and steeps of the western part of the state, from San Antonio to El Paso.
I believe that Vazquez Coronado, Cabeza de Vaca, the Marquis of Aguayo and many other Spaniards who traveled on horseback or on foot through this land, sometimes enslaved by native Americans, also would have found a familiar echo of their heroic journeys in the dramatic and brown masses (blocks) by Ciriza.

Therefore, as General Consul of Spain in eight states in the southwestern U.S., -the largest, richest and most populous Texas- I favored an exhibition of Carlos Ciriza in Houston, in the emblematic Station Museum, in 2009, as well as others in the famous Colton-Farb gallery. I think Carlos discovered in Texas a few remnants of the sober and hardened Spain that one day, not so long ago, was hoisting its flags in Texas.
In 2011 Ciriza’s friends and admirers celebrate the first 25 years of creative source in his native home Pamplona, where a spectacular group of sculptures along the front of the bullring shows the good work and profound “navarrism” of our artist.
I am sure that those who met him in Houston and in Texas in general, are pleased to join this toast to a sculptor who must keep his promise to give us fruits of creation for many future years.
This year 2011 we hope that he exhibits again in Texas, in this occasion in the cosmopolitan city of Houston, oil heart of the country and of the world, and also in the first capital of the Spanish Texas, San Antonio, where the historical Fort Alamo is located, in the heart of the city, founded by a group of canaries in the reign of Carlos III.
I believe that the plasticity, the monumental nature and the strength of the art by Ciriza will impress these two cities again and will constitute an excellent presentation of the originality, and creative genius of Carlos, who is close to become an honorary citizen of Texas.
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