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Portrait of a versatile artist

By: José María Muruzábal del Solar

I have been asked to write some lines to accompany a large catalogue which is being prepared about the Navarran artist Carlos Ciriza. Initially the affair seemed quite easy to me, but as soon as I sat down in front of some blank paper, many doubts have assailed me. What will I write about the artist? Will I focus my business on his graphic or on his sculptural facet? Later on I realised that many other critical voices much more learned about these aspects than I might exist in our country. So, might I not better talk about that Ciriza both traveller and ambassador of our art? On the other hand, could not I treat his various aspects of gallerist, exhibitions commissioner, member of juries, and so on? Once thinks this man offers so much in spite of his youth! He might have the strange ability of sculpting his will, as well as he does with those materials he works with twenty-four hours per day. I can assure you that this task is much more arduous than what I initially conceived.. But since I am comitted, there is nothing left to do but to meditate deeply so to prepare a little article about this aggregate of painter, carver, gallerist, commissioner, traveller and all those different aspects that form the personality of this man. I now realise this: I have just found the solution to my problem: It is my aim to capture the portrait of a versatile artist.

I can assure you that this description fits Carlos Ciriza perfectly; he is the versatile man of Navarran art. In the present world, filled with all kind of specialities, the existence of persons who live this way is almost admirable. They remind me of those old-time characters that knew how to do everything. It is easy to meet our artist walking down the streets of Pamplona, avoiding obstacles on his motorcycle, running to get to the inauguration of a monumental sculpture which has been finally placed in its appropriate space after many struggles; hastening to conclude the catalogue of the exhibition of any artist that will soon be shown at any point of our geography, rushing to present his work in some European country, running to open his gallery at the right time... always hurrying. But deep inside, even though on some occasions I had to run by his side (and I must confess that I had to be prepared because Carlos is a real sprinter) getting literally exhausted, I must recognise my fascination for this kind of flexible person, able to do many different things and some of them at the same time. And the most important point: to do them brilliantly.

Carlos Ciriza was for a long time Director of the House of Culture of Burlada, something easy to see by the amount of and the importance of the exhibitions organised there during those years. And what is still more complicated is that he achieved it without the appropiate resources, making his work there the more outstanding. I can personally assure this with the example of the exhibition we arranged about the great Navarrian landscaper Jesús Basiano in the year 1989, just in the very same moment as the centenary of his birth

This artist has a brilliant history as exhibitions commissioner. He has arranged many in the last years, with genuine high quality. The works composed for the tourism improvement programme called CULTUR by various Navarran artists (Del Real, Apezetxea, Basiano, Garralda ... to sum it all up) confirm these words of mine. Moreover, they are encouraging Navarran art and artists all over our Navarran geography. Likewise Carlos is in charge of the catalogue, the photos, the setting up and the removal (when necessary) of the exphibition. Who offers more?

Carlos Ciriza has been from his first steps in the artistic world a non-stop traveller. He has rambled around the world to see, to study, to visualise, to compare and to learn. And he does it to launch both his work and Navarra abroad. He is with no doubt, the Navarran artist who works the most in this line of action. His exhibitions in France or the recent ones in Slovenia are the best examples.

This artist is already becoming the great gallerist of our city, Pamplona. He was the first artist to open a space fitted out with the latest technologies, exhibition chamber, studio, work files, professional office. And I want to highlight this last facet because I consider it something really important, totally fresh in our artistic domain and a praise worthy action. In the first moments this gallery was used to show his own work free to the public, but being ambitious, he opened his gallery to other kinds of exhibitions. I can not avoid mentioning the last one he brought to Pamplona (in the spring of the year 2000) entitled “Masters of the contemporary Navarran art”. There he collected and showed the major examples of Navarrian art (Ciga, Basiano, Asarta, Lasterra, Muñoz Sola, Zubiri...). The initiative, deeply courageous and in which I had the chance to collaborate, became a great success, being visited massively by the Navarrian public. Such an initiative had never been imagined in our country, but looking at the results obtained, it is easy to foresee that this gallery will keep on both with this new style he has introduced and receiving an increasing amount of public interest.

In recent years Carlos Ciriza has participated in many juries, commissions, counsels and other institutions related to art. Between 1996 - 1999 he was member of the Navarran Cultural Council, adviser of the Navarran Government in cultural and artistic matters; this fact acquires still more significance if we bear the youth of the artist in those years. He has also participated in a vast number of juries to determine the “Fiestas” billboards, contests awards and so on. In the eighties he formed a group of artists called “El Punto” which linked different Navarran artists of diverse styles. Since 1989 he has been member of the Asociación de Escritores y Artistas Españoles, an old institution in which lots of artists from different places and techniques take part.

This might be, to sum up, the portrait of a versatile artist. But it will not be complete if we do not comment on some other aspects that may not be seen by those who never had the chance to meet the artist, but that are well known by those who, like me, are lucky enough so to be close to him. Carlos Ciriza is, more than anything else, a lover. An art and culture lover, able to do anything to defend and promote the art of our land. He is also cultured, hard-working, interested in dialogue, restless, someone who likes things to be well done, enterprising, opened-minded. And all those aspects of his personality are of course reflected in his work. I am sure that this little sketch is not concluded because Carlos Ciriza is going to continue creating and developing over the years. Meanwhile, I hope that this reflection will help to have a general view of his personality. And finally, surprisingly, I have not talked about Carlos Ciriza the artist which might be the most important thing... I will leave it for the next time.
